
Some Things a Poet Does When Trying to Write a Good Poem 
  
A poet… 

● finds inspiration by paying attention to his life 
● finds a topic that’s important, something the writer cares about, wants to remember, or capture in 

words 
● writes off-the-page so she has a space to record all of her ideas and to get enough material to start 

drafting 
● experiments with different stanzas, choices of words, or a different order 
● continues to look for better words—strong verbs, specific nouns, etc.—to improve the poem 
● hunts for weak words and generates a list of alternatives, using a thesaurus when needed 
● experiments with the conclusion because this is the most important part, where the deepest 

meaning—or so what?—is found 
● works to create strong visual images and uses details that will allow readers to see, hear, and feel 

what’s happening in the poem 
● considers which tense—past or present—sounds better and is a better fit for the poem 
● cuts the poem to the bone: makes it as concise (or short) as possible by deleting any word that 

isn’t needed 
● makes sure that everything in the poem contributes to its overall purpose and deletes what doesn’t 

matter 
● identifies trouble spots in a draft and spends more time revising those 
● rereads the poem over and over in order to find ways to improve it, taking the time to revise it as 

many times as needed 
● listens to how the poem sounds and revises as needed 
● listens for the poem’s natural rhythms and builds on them, possibly using the “power of 3” 
● listens for and eliminates ineffective repetition. 
● uses brackets around words/phrases he’s thinking about cutting 
● uses line breaks and stanza breaks to emphasize a word or idea, maybe even setting off a word by 

itself 
● pays attention to small details that make a big difference, including individual words 
● pays attention to how each part of the poem fits together with the others: at times, changing one 

part might necessitate changing another 
● chooses a title at the end once the writer knows what the poem is about 
● brainstorms a list of possible titles to find one that sounds good and captures what the poem is 

really about 
● recognizes when he has a problem he can’t solve himself and gets other people read the poem and 

give him feedback 
● edits the piece at the end to make sure each word and sentence is correct 
● understands that a good poem never happens by accident. Writing is thinking and rethinking on 

paper, generating options, making choices, and experimenting until the writer has shaped the 
piece in the best way 

 


